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e King. 
A PROCLAMATION 


For Enforcing the due Execution of the Act of Parliament, Entituled, An Ad for Settling the Pro- 
, fits of the Poſt-Office on His Royal Highneſs the Duke of York, and His Heirs Males, and for 
*Prevention of Treaſonable Correſpondencies, and other Inconveniences ariſing by the Infringement of 

ü the ſaid Act. 


Yet —— 
il Pf * 


CHARLES R. 


II.. 


0 Pphereas the Office of Boſt-Maſter General hath bern Erected by Act ok Parlia- 
2 DN ment, in the Tweltth Pear of his Majeſties Reign, and the well Oꝛdering 
0 D thereof is thereby Declared to be a matter of general concernment, and of 

great advantage, as well foz Pzeſervat'on of Trade and Commerce, as 0- 
therwiſe; And whereas alſo the greateſt part of the Revenue and Pz2ofits 
[19 thereby ariling, is by one other Act of Parliament in the Fifteenth Pear of 
bis Pajeſties Reign, Gzanted and Aſſigned by His Majeſty unto His molt 
n entirely beloved Bother, / James Duke of York, foꝛ and towards his Mainte⸗ 
MB i 4 0 e nante and Duppott ; which Laws and Statutes notwithſtanding, ſeveral 
Gas NN perſons foꝛ their pꝛivate Lucre have lately pꝛactiſed, and do ſtill continue in a 
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ſecret. and moſt unlawful manner to make a general Collection of Letters, 
and to give them Conveyance and Delivery foz Hire, without any Authozity 
From the Poſt- Maſter General, whereby not onely the Revenue ariſing by the ſaid Office is diminiſhed, 
but likew ſe ſeveral dangerous Cozreſpondencies are maintained, and the Seditious Deſigns of many 
evil diſpoſed perſons, and the Trealons of the late Conſpiratozs are very much pzomoted : His Ma jeſty 
.therefo2e, fo2 the pzevention hereof in time to come, and to the end that ſuch perſons who ſhall pꝛelume 
hereafter to offend in like manner, may remain Without all ercuſe, hath thought fit by this His Royal 
_ Paeclamation to Require and Enjoyn all His Loving Subjects, and doth hereby ſtrictly Charge and 
Command all and every Perſon and Perſons (other then the Poſt-Maſter General foz the time being, 
his Deputies oꝛ Aſſigns) That they pzefume not, either direcly o2 indirecty, to ſet up any Office, oz 
to Contrive oꝛ Pꝛactiſe any way oz means foz Collecting and Receiving of Letters and Pacquets, oꝛ to 
-Carry, Recarry, 02 Deliver the ſame. with Speed and fox Hire: And to this end His Majeſty doth fur- 
ther Require and Command them and every of them, That they pzeſume not to ſet up any Foot-Poſt, 
Hozſe-Poſt, Poſt oꝛ Stage-Coach, oꝛ Pacquet-WBoat, foz Carrying, o2 Recarrying of Letters oz Pac⸗ 
.quets, oꝛ to imploy oꝛ make uſe ot any which ſhall be ſet up foꝛ that purpoſe, other then ſuch as ſhall be 
Licenſed and Authozized by the Poſt-Maſter General foꝛ the time being, his Deputies oz Aſligns. And 
'becauſe ſeveral Carriers, Dꝛivers of Stage-Coaches, oz Waggons, Haglers, Maſters of Ships, Pur⸗ 
ſers, oꝛ other Mariners, do very often under colour and pꝛetence of their reſpective Þmployments, in- 
termeddle with, and intrude upon the Office of the Poſt-maſter General; His Majeſty doth hereby moꝛe 
particularly and expꝛeſly Charge and Command all Carriers, That they pzeſume not to Carry any 
Letters other then ſuch as (hall concern the Goods where w:th they are Charged, beyond the firſt Poſt⸗ 
Stage to Which they ſhall arrive, and that they pzeſume not to outgo their Packs oꝛ Waggons, oz de⸗ 
liver any Letters Which they carry, ſcorer, oz with moze ſped then their reſpective Packs oz Waggons 
ſhall arrive. And His Majeſty doth in like manner Charge and Command all Dzivers of Stage- 
Coaches. Haglers,.and ſuch like Perſons, That they pꝛeſume not in any kind, oz upon any pꝛetence 


erte TeEverat Carriers, Wabern Ot DIA ge-COAches, O02 Mäggons, Häglers, Maſters of © Ps, Pur⸗ 
.fers, oꝛ other Mariners, do very often under colour and pꝛetence of their reſpective Implopments, in- 
termeddle with, and intrude upon the Office of the Poſt-maſter General; His Majeſty doth hereby moꝛe 
particularly and expzeſly Charge and Command all Carriers, That they pzeſume not to Carry any 
. Letters other then ſuch as ſhall concern the Gods where with they are Charged, beyond the farſt Poſt- 
Stage to Which they ſhall arrive, and that they pzeſume not to outgo their Packs oꝛ Waggons, oꝛ de- 
iber any Letters Which they carry, ſorer, oꝛ With moze ſperd then their reſpective Packs oz Waggons 
thall arrive. And His Majeſty doth in like manner Charge and Command all Dzivers of Stage- 
Coaches. Haglers, and ſuch like Perſons, That they pzefume not in any kind, oꝛ upon any pꝛetence 
whatſoever to intermeddle with the Conveyance and Delivery of any Letters as afozcſaid ; But that 
they do from time to time refuſe all ſuch Letters which ſhall be ſo tendꝛed to them. And His Majeſty 
doth alfo Charge and Command all Maſters of Ships, Purſers and Mariners, That they pꝛelume 
not to carry any Ship-Letters, other then the Letters of Merchants, Owners and Þaſters, beyond 
the firſt Poſt⸗Stage to which they (hatl arrive in England. And if any Carriers, Dꝛivers of Stage- 
Coaches, Haglers, Maſtersof Ships, Purſers, oꝛ other Mariners, ſhall be found Carrying of Letters 
unlawfully, oz in any other manner, they ſhall incur His Majeſties high Diſpleaſure, and ſuffer the 
utmoſt Penalty Which can be Inflicted upon fuch as ſhall be found to have bzoken His Majeſties Laws, 
and to be wilfui Contemners of His Royal Command; And mozeover all Letters whatſoever Sent oz 
Con veyed by fuchClandeſtine and Judirect ways, and by Perſons not tawfully Authozized, ſhall be 
1okt upon as Letters of Dangerous Conſequence, and ſhall acco2dingly be Seized and bzought to one 
of His Majeſties Peincipal Secretaries of State, oz to ſome one oz moze of the Lozds of His 
Ma jeſties moſt Honourable ꝛivy Council, to the end the ſame may be opened and inſpected, and the per⸗ 
ſons conveying oꝛ ſending them may be p2occeded againſt accoꝛding to Law. And foꝛ the better Execu- 
tion of His Majeſties Command, and as a means as well to prevent the ſaid Trea ſonable Cozreſpon- 
dencies, and other inconveniencics, as to Secure the Revenue ariſing by the laid Office, His Majeſty 
Will cauſe ſuch Searchers, Waiters, and other Officers to be appointed in all convenient Places, as 
may be fit and pꝛoper foꝛ the Difcovery of ſuch Pꝛactices, and carrying ſuch Letters to be Seized, and 
.ſuch Offenders Names to be certified. And in the mean time His Majeſty doth ſtrictly Charge and 
Command all Mayozs, Sheriffs, Juſtices of Peace, Conſtables, Bayliffs, Searchers of His Majeſties 
Ports, and all other His Officers and Minilters whatſoever within their ſeveral Jurisdictions and 
Offices, from time to time to make d'ligent Search foꝛ all Mailes, Buggets, and Baggs in any Ship, 
-:Ueſſel, Waggon, Coach, -02 other Unlawful oz Unlicenifed Carriage; And all-ſuch Letters which they 
ind to be-conveyed-o2. carried contrary to Law, to Setze and ſend up to one of his Majeſties Pꝛintipal 
Secretaries of State, oz ta ſome oꝛ moze of the Loꝛds of His Majeſties Pꝛivy Council, together with 
the Names of the Perſons. Offending, to the end ſuch further Pꝛocerding may be had, as ſhall be found 
Agreableto the Laws. and Statutes of the Realm, And that no man hereafter map complain f 
want of a Settled Poſt in oꝛ near particular Zy-Towns, oz Places lying on the Poſt Road, Wwhic 
.. Complaint hath hitherto been made the excuſe oz pꝛetence fo2 lending and carrying of Letters by other 
indirect andunlaWful Conveyances : His Pajeſty doth hereby alſo Require and Command the Poſt-Ma- 
. ſter General foꝛ the time being That upon oz befo:e the Fourteenth-day of September next, to take effectu⸗ 
Al care foz the Conveyance of all By-Letters, by. Eſtabliſhing Cozreſpondencies at the leaſt Charge, and 
-.greateſt eaſe that may be to the Countrey, in all conſiderable. Market⸗Towns with the next adjacent 
-Poſt-Stage ; And that he cauſe a Map oz Card thereof to be foꝛthwith Pzinted, to the end that all His 
Majeſties Subjects may know where, and to what place to addꝛeſs their relpectibe Letters. And His 
Mga jeſty doth further Charge and Command all and every Perſon oz Perſons other then the Poſt-Ma- * 
ſter Generat-oz the time being, his Deputies oꝛ Aſſigns, That they pꝛeſume not to pꝛepare oz pꝛobide 
anp Hozſes oz Furniture to iet ta Hire unto, +02 in all oꝛ any 
Polt by Commiſſion, oꝛ without, to and krom all and every the Barts and Places of England, Scotland, 
and Ireland, where any Poſt-Roads are oꝛ ſhall be Settled and Eſtabliſhed, unlefs the Poſt-Maſter 
„General, his Deputies oz Alligns, lhail Er\t fail to Pzovide and Furniſh the Perſon oꝛ Perſons-ſo Ri- 
ding Polt with ſufficient Hozſes and Furniture, Within the ſpace. of halt an hour after Demand there- 
-pf.made, as they will anl wer the contrary at their Perils. | 


_ ..Given.at Our Court at Y//indſor the z5th of Auguſt 1683. In the Five and thirtieth Year of Our Reign. 


10 {ave the King. 
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he Though Poſts, and Perſons Riding. A 


